
However, even though they have 
come up against such formidable opponents 
as last year’s girls’ varsity team, and a Sen-
egalese club team, the intermediate players 
have shown 
great passion 
for the game. 
Not only pas-
sion, but they 
also realize 
that there is 
much room 
for growth.

“ S o 
far, we’re 
doing well 
and we im-
proved a lot. I want us to improve more and 
more,” said intermediate girls’ captain, El-
lie Nesselroade, freshman. 

“We need to improve on fitness and 
stamina and trying your hardest whenever 
you’re playing, not griping and whining,” 
said Akbar Olukoshi, freshman. 

The two coaches have different goals 
for their teams, but they both hope that the 
players will, above all, have fun and gain 
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“The goal is to teach them 
the basic skills. We always 
look forward to the tour-
naments.”

UNCLE JIM TIMBERLAKE
coach

By Bryan Garrett
Although people often boast about 

how Dakar Academy is blessed with tal-
ented athletes, it is important to realize how 
gifted this school is with talented coaches. 

For years, DA has been a formidable 
contender in athletic events, but perhaps it’s 
too often credited to the athletes and not 
also to the hard-working coaches that taught 
and trained them.

Every year, departing staff or parents, 
specifically ones that coach, leave gaps to 
be filled by new staff members or, as of 
late, upper level athletes. This year, many 
student coaches have become involved, 
teaching on the junior or intermediate level. 
Athletic Coordinator Mr. Josh McIntosh 
was very pleased by the influx of Advanced 
PE and varsity level students who wanted to 
coach younger kids.

“I think they’re doing a fantastic 
job,” said Mr. Mac. “They get good coach-
ing experience, and they’re filling a need.” 
Though he prefers every team to have an 
adult as head coach, he was glad that the 
upperclassmen could be a part of building 
up the younger generation.  Eight students 

have volunteered to coach so far, includ-
ing  John Wagler, Chad Knox, Kent Corbin, 
Drew McLane, Jonathan Logerstedt, Su-
sanna Bowers, Yaelie Mashburn, and Erica 
Campbell. Others have expressed interest.

“I really like him as a coach,” said 
Michael Karogo, 8th grade, about Wagler, 
his assistant coach for intermediate boys 
soccer. “He’s an encouragement because he 
runs with us in drills and stuff.” Karogo also 
stated that he appreciated there being an 
adult head coach who had more experience 
to guide practices, as well as the skill and 
knowledge offered by the student coaches.

Not only do the players enjoy having 
the new student coaches, but the new coach-
es really seem to enjoy the chance to help 
DA’s rising athletes. If they are in NHS, 
students have the option of receiving NHS 
work hours for their services, but this is not 
the only reason they choose to serve.

“It’s mostly just voluntary. I don’t 
think that it’s really going to benefit me 
much, I’m just doing it to help the younger 
athletes,” said Wagler. The service of the 
student coaches combined with the experi-
ence of the veteran adult coaches has helped  

the athletic department, while giving the 
athletes and young coaches experience. 

Influx of new coaches includes highschool students

By Hamin Roh
The soccer season starts up for the In-

termediate girls and guys with 2 losses for 
the girls, while the intermediate guys have 
2 losses and 1 win.

Coaches Kinsinger and Wagler revive team 
spirit during a game.

Elizabeth Austin puts her new defense skills into 
practice.

experience this year. 
“My goal is that all 11 guys give 

full effort on the field and for us to have 
fun, and hopefully they get better in the 

process,” said the 
boys’ coach Kyle 
Kinsinger.

“The goal is 
to teach them the 
basic skills. We al-
ways look forward 
to the tournaments. 
The games at ISD 
are the games we 
hope to win,” said 
Coach Jim Timber-
lake of the interme-

diate girls.
The players also have their own ex-

pectations for this year as they practice and 
learn.

“To play this season and not worry 
about the losses,” said Aaron Logerstedt, 
freshman.

Though both teams suffer 2 losses, 
they will continue to play and learn to the 
best of their abilities. 

Intermediate soccer teams optimistically begin new season
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