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One year after the
terrorist attacks of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, on the World
Trade Center and the
Pentagon, the world still
mourns for the innocent
lives that were lost.

On September 11,
2002, memorial services
were held all over the U.S.
honoring the lives of the
3,025 people who were
killed in the attacks. Most
noticeable of these were
services held in New York at
Ground Zero, in Washington

at the newly reconstructed
Pentagon, and on a little
field in Pennsylvania where
the heroic efforts of
passengers prevented
perhaps another catastrophic
event. Lively marching
bands playing patriotic songs
and flying banners com-
pared the day to just another
national holiday, but the
trauma counselors who
walked the areas and the
eerie silence of the specta-
tors spoke a different story.

Even through the tears
and mourning, we can still
rest assured that God will

The World Remembers
cause something good to
come of these events. We
have seen the outpouring of
charities established, blood
donations, and the valued
donations of time and
strength, as hundreds rushed
to help the rescue and
recovery processes.
President George W. Bush
said in his memorial speech
at Ellis Island, “We cannot
know what lies ahead. Yet
we do know that God has
placed us together in this
moment, to grieve together,
to stand together, to serve
each other and our
country…This ideal of
America is the hope of all
mankind. That hope drew
millions to this harbor. That
hope still lights our way.
And the light shines in the
darkness. And the darkness
will not overcome it.”

The attacks united the
U.S. in a greater way than
one could ever imagine. For
those living overseas, the

By Michelle Mignano
and Laura Ujereh

One year after the
tragic events of September
11, 2002, the American
Ambassador to Senegal,
Harriet Elam-Thomas,
visited Dakar Academy. She
was the chapel speaker for
the day. Her talk was an
inspirational speech for those

American Ambassador Visits DA
who were affected by 9/11
in some way. She stressed
the idea of education to build
tolerance between all beings.
She also emphasized the
need for friendship.

After she spoke to the
student body, she was able to
spare a few minutes from
her busy schedule to answer
some questions.

Formally addressed as
Madame Ambassador, Ms.
Elam-Thomas has been in
Senegal for approximately
three years. This is actually
her third time here. Her
first visit was in the late
60’s.  Her second visit was
from 1975-1977. The
ambassador has really

--Continued on page 2
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Ambassaador Harriet Elam-Thomas
addresses DA students during chapel on
September 11.
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unity of American citizens may not
have been as apparent, but for those
living in America immediately after
the attacks, the spirit of patriotism
and unity was so intense that it could
not be ignored. American flags flew
proudly from homes, stores, federal
buildings, and cars. Signs with phrases
such as “God Bless America” and “We
Stand United” were hung in almost
every window. In the weeks following
the tragedy, President Bush prayed
publicly on numerous occasions.

With this unity among American
citizens also has come the unity of
nations of this world. In the few
minutes it took to destroy the World
Trade Center, the entire world was
changed. Many nations mourned; all
the shops in Europe were closed
during the week that followed the
attacks and the streets were empty. In
Jerusalem, a stone from Ground Zero
was placed in the Wailing Wall as a
memorial to those who died that day.
As a retired archbishop from South
Africa said, “The world stands by you,
trying to wipe the tears from your
eyes.” America knows it is not alone.
The world is finally united and
motivated to take action against the

enjoyed her life in Senegal. She says
that it is “very hospitable and tolerant
of all foreigners.”

Since the events that took place
on September 11, 2001, she has been
assigned a bodyguard. Before 9/11 she
had no need for one, so this is her first
bodyguard. This form of protection is,
according to her, “very limiting, both in
my personal and social life.”

Ambassador Elam-Thomas has a
BS in International Business from
Simmons College and a MA in Public
Diplomacy from the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy from Tufts
University.

terrorists who threaten the peace
among nations.

In the midst of our mourning we
must not forget the heroes of that day,
now being called Patriot Day.
Thousands of people owe their lives
to the hundreds of firefighters,
policemen, and rescue workers who
sacrificed their own lives in order to
save that of their fellow citizens. It
was through these people that the
true spirit of America, the courage
and the love, was displayed to the rest
of the world.

As she spoke in our chapel service
on the anniversary of these events, the
American Ambassador to Senegal
wished for us to have the courage of
those brave heroes who sacrificed
their lives that day, and that our words
and actions would embody the
principles upon which the United
States was founded. She said, “You can
honor their memories by continuing
your education — by learning the
importance of tolerance. We have
learned what intolerance brings—
destruction. We must build bridges of
understanding, and we must never
forget.”  When President Bush
addressed the mourning nation he said,
“We owe them remembrance. And we

A Tribute to Those Who Lost Their Lives

A Senior Foreign Service Officer
with the rank of Career Minister,
Ambassador Elam-Thomas was born in
Boston and is married to Wilfred J.
Thomas of Hempstead, New York.

Ambassador Elam-Thomas has
worked in the Foreign Service for
about thirty-eight years. On July 1,
1999, President Clinton nominated her
to be the American Ambassador to
Senegal. The Senate confirmed that
appointment on November 10,1999.
Earlier assignments included the US
Mission to the United Nations, the
President’s Appointments Office at the
White House, Career Counselor for
Foreign Service Personnel, and
overseas in posts such as Athens, Mali,

France, Belgium, and Cote d’Ivoire.
She has received many awards for

all the hard work that she has done
while in the Foreign Service. For
example, in February 1993, the Turkish
Prime Minister, Suleyman Demirel,
presented her an award from the
Turkish Educational and Cultural
Foundation for improving US-Turkish
relations. On May 10, 2001, she
received an honorary Doctorate of
Law from the American University in
Richmond, London.

After the September 11 tragedy,
the 500 employees at the Embassy
looked to her for strength and

owe them more. We owe them, and
their children, and our own, the most
enduring monument we can build: a
world of liberty and security.”

Above all, the events of one year
ago remind us to appreciate what God
has blessed us with in life. President
Bush said, “Each of us was reminded
that we are here only for a time,” and
that “our days should be filled with
things that matter…[with] gratitude
for life, and to the Giver of life.” Let
us no longer take life for granted;
take every breath as if it were your
last.

--Continued from page 1
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American Ambassador Visits DA

--Continued on page 3
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By Shandra Penney and Nicole
Ketcham

Dr. Bruce Evans arrived in
Senegal the first of August to take over
the responsibilities as Dakar Academy’s
Director.

Dr. Evans’ job responsibilities
here at Dakar Academy are like a
school superintendent in the United
States, with Mr. Mashburn acting as
the principal.  Preparing a yearly
school calendar and maintaining school
archives are some of the highlights of
Dr. Evans’ job. His duties also consist of
delegating responsibilities to others
and initiating and conducting long-
range planning in conjunction with the
Board of Education. He organizes an
annual budget plan with the help of the
Business manager, as well as attends
Executive Committee and Board
meetings.  Advocating policies for the
further improvement of the school is
another of Evans’ responsibilities.

According to Dr. Evans, interact-
ing with other people is one of the
most enjoyable parts of his job. He
loves finding ways to relate to people.
He looks forward to every day as a
new experience.

Dr. Evans was born in the state of
Connecticut and grew up as the only
boy with three sisters--two older, one
younger.

DA Welcomes New Director
Dr. Evans met his wife,

Michele, through a female
friend while getting his
bachelor’s degree in college.
Mrs. Evans has been a
professional nurse since she
graduated from college.
According to her children,
one of Mrs. Evans’ best
qualities is her great sense of
humor.

The Evans have four
kids: Allan, 19; Kerri, 17;
Paul, 14; and Leah, 12. All
four kids are sweet tooths
and enjoy candy. This is
rather unfortunate, consider-

ing the new ‘no candy allowed’ rule.
Kerri enjoys the frozen yogurt here
but strongly dislikes the humidity.

Dr. Evans began with a Bachelor
of Science in Applied Physics. He then
spent a year pursuing his teaching
certificate. With much effort and hard
work he achieved his Doctorate in
Administration.

Though he is happy with his
accomplishments, his heartfelt joy is in
the achievements that God has made in
his personal life. It was obedience to
God’s will that brought Dr. Evans all
the way from Michigan to Senegal.
When asked what made him want to
come to Senegal, he responded by
saying, “I don’t like the word ‘want.’ I
did not come here because I wanted
to, but as a sheer act of obedience to
God’s calling.” He is, however, thankful
that the Lord allowed him to live in
Dakar rather than out in the bush
working at a children’s center.

Some of his first impressions of
Senegal are the number of walls and
locks that make up the security system
of this country. Comparing it to
Mexico, a country he has spent some
time in, Senegal is better than he
expected.

The eccentricities of Dr. Evans’
personality include his dry sense of
humor and being able to laugh at his

own jokes. His biggest pet peeve is
when a schedule is set and is not
finished on time. He has had four
cavities. To relax he enjoys movies;
college basketball, football, and
hockey; reading magazines; playing
computer and card games; and walking
with his wife. His favorite subjects in
high school were Space Age Science,
Ground Pilot course and Math. He has
a passion for flying and aspires to one
day own a plane himself. He has lived
in the following states: Connecticut,
Iowa, Michigan, and North Carolina.
His favorite Bible verse today is
Romans 1:20 (NIV), “ For since the
creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so
that men are without excuse.”

Dr. Evans’ arrival marks the sixth
director of DA in the last three school
years. In case you were wondering
who the six previous directors or
interim directors were...

• Brad Mashburn, July 2002

• Mary Cowin, February-June 2002

• Fiona Liston, November 2001-
January 2002 amd May-July 2001

• Floyd Celli, August-November 2001

• Herb Collier, August 2000-May
2001

Here’s hoping that Dr. Evans has a
long and successful tenure at DA.

guidance. “You cannot fall apart, you
have to be strong,” she says. Ambassa-
dor Elam-Thomas did not know any
one personally who died in the
accident, but she felt deeply affected.

 The Ambassador’s strength was
evident during her visit. Her speech,
though short, touched many among the
DA students, faculty and staff. She
received a standing ovation at the end
of her speech.

--Continued from page 2

Ambassador at DA
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Sockless In Senegal

Dear Camilla,
I am a girl that loves

patterned socks. In fact, they are
the only kind I own. Unfortu-
nately, my sister loves patterned
socks, too, and always wears
mine. If that isn’t bad enough,
she always rolls them down
over her heel, so that you can’t
even see them! When I get
them back, they are completely
stretched out. I confronted my
sister about this, and she said
she hadn’t stretched them out,
but that I had. She said I had fat
ankles! Now all my beloved
socks have droopy ankles. Help!

Sockless in Senegal

Dear Sockless,
There is a very simple

solution to your problem. Set
mousetraps in your sock drawer.
This a foolproof plan that works
every time. One painful snap,
and your sister won’t pillage
your private sock drawers again!

Camilla

Back to the Roots

Dear Camilla,
I have an obsessive-compul-

sive disorder. I love hair dye.
Every time I go into a store, and
see a box of hair dye, I go crazy.
I just have to dye my hair that
color, whether it is green, or
red, or black, or blond, or even
purple. I have dyed my hair 57
times in the past eight months. I
don’t even know my true hair
color…even my parents don’t
know my hair color. I have to
break this habit. Is there some
kind of patch? Is there some
kind of hotline I can call? What
can I do to break this obsession?

Dying for roots

Dear Dying,
I have two words for you:

Razor Blade. The only option
you have left is to shave your
head. Quick, do it before you do
something really desperate—
like get a perm! Shave today,
and it will be the best thing
you’ve ever done for yourself.

Camilla

Drinking Problem

Dear Camilla,
I’m a man in love! There’s

this one girl I really like, but I
can’t ask her out, because I have
big problems with drinking.
More often then not, my water,
juice, or coke is spilled all over
me and my date. It’s heredi-
tary—my dad has dribble-lips,
too. What should I do? Do I
simply have to drink out of
sippie cups the rest of my life?
Help me, before it ruins my
social life!

Dribble-lips

Dear Dribble,
Yes you do have a problem.

There are two solutions: A. You
have to wear a bib for the rest
of your life. Make sure to
provide one for yourself, and
anyone else in close proximity
to your drinking. B. Get lip-
liposuction surgery. Obviously,
you have big lips that cause you
to dribble. This is a little more
costly then the bib, but it is the
way to go if you don’t want to
dribble at all. Just think of all
the money you will save in the
future on bibs, sippie cups, baby
bottles, new clothing, etc. Or, if
all else fails, use a straw. If this
doesn’t work, you have a big
problem, and I can’t help you.

Camilla

Dear Camilla

Camilla holds a master’s degree in
the culinary arts. She recently had a
cameo appearance in the blockbuster
movie—Chicken Run. She comes to
you as a qualified psychologist
because of her ninth grade
psychology class. Camilla is often
seen in the company of Gonzo, the
critically acclaimed muppet starring
in the Muppet Show, and several
Muppet Movies. Rumor has it they
are engaged, but Camilla refuses to
answer any to speculation on that
subject.

Next Month’s Therapist: Mr. Wilson, the
neighbor over the fence on the hit TV show
Home Improvement. The topic will
be “Love with Mr. Wilson.” You are invited to
write to him about all your love problems.
Drop off your letters in the school office.
A box will be provided.
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By Kristin Cortimilia and Anna
Wentzell

Dakar Academy started the
2002-03 school year with twelve
new staff members, including our
new director (see related article on
page 3). We thought you might want
to know a little bit about each of
them. We interviewed them and
discovered they all have had
interesting and unique lives. Here is
what we found.

Ms. Mara Allen
Middle School Math and  P.E.

Where are
you from?
I am from
Elsberry,
Missouri
USA.

How many
siblings do

you have?
I have one older brother.

Why did you became a teacher?
I wanted to coach sports, and felt
that teaching might lead to that. I
started in nursing school, but later
decided to get a teaching certificate.

Why did you come to DA?
I felt that I needed to be here
because I am interested in teaching
middle school now that I have
coached a middle school track
team, but I wanted to try teaching
middle schoolers first before
returning to school to get certified
for that age level.

How did you hear about DA?
I knew about Mrs. Mashburn from
high school and was interested in
knowing what she was doing here.

Where have you been living for the last
few years, and what have you been
doing?
I have been living in Missouri and
teaching high school math.

DA Starts Year with 12 New Staff  Members
What are some of your hobbies?
I love sports and the outdoors such
as hiking and camping.

What is something interesting about
you that maybe no one else has done?
When I was in the tenth grade I
spent my Christmas break in
England running with the group of
students who had qualified for State
Championships in the United
States.

What is your most embarrassing
moment?
On my first date I was opening my
mouth to say something, and I
burped.

What is your greatest disappointment
in life?
When I was a senior in college, my
soccer team went to Nationals, but,
unfortunately, we lost our first
game and were only able to advance
to the losers bracket.

Ms. Pam Barre
Third Grade Teacher

Where were
you born?
I was born
in Portland,
Oregon
USA.

Where have
you been

living and what have you been doing?
I have been living in  Hong Kong
and teaching at a Christian school
there.

How did you hear about DA?
I put my resume on line at
InterChristo and there I found this
school.  I then got in contact with
Mr. Mashburn.

Why did you choose to come to DA?
I felt that God wanted me to come
here.

How many children do you  have?
I have two--a son and a daughter.

Mr. & Mr s. Cotarelo
Middle and High School Science

Where were the two of  you born?
Mr. C: I was born in California.
Mrs.C: I was born in  New Mexico.

Where have you been living?
We have been living in
Greensborough, North Carolina
USA.

How did you hear about DA?
We were informed about DA
through United World Mission
(UWM).

Why did you choose to come to DA?
The last two years we have been
questioning why we were living in
Greensborough. We felt unsettled,
so when the opportunity to teach at
DA came up, we felt it was where
God wanted us to go.

How many siblings do you have?
Mr. C: I have two older brothers.

Mrs.C: I have two sisters and one
brother.

What are your hobbies?
We enjoy camping, backpacking,
cooking, and gardening.

Have you ever had any pets?
We had three chickens, five turtles,
two cats, and a dog.

What is something interesting about
you?
We were married on a farm
overlooking a lake.
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Mr. Isaac Dubour
Middle and High School Art Teacher

Where were
you born?
I was born
in Liberia.

Where have
you been
living for
the last five

years?
I have been living in Guinea
Conakry, Guinea Bissau, and
Senegal.

How did you hear about DA?
I was told about DA from a friend at
the Refugee school.

How many siblings do you have?
I have six siblings.

What is something interesting about
you?
I am an artist.

Miss Sarah Gruber
Elementary Music, 7th and 11th Grade Bible

Where were
you born?
I was born
in Ne-
braska,
USA.

Where have
you been

living and what were you doing there?
I have been living in Salt Lake City,
Utah and teaching.

Why did you come to DA?
I have felt ever since 1994 that God
wanted me to come to Senegal.
Later I felt God calling me to DA.

What is something interesting about
you?
I am engaged to a guy named Tim
Bosen.  We plan to get married next
year on September 20th.

Miss Sarah Jackson
History 1 and 2, Sociology, 8th Grade Bible

Where were
you born?
I was born
in Louis-
ville,
Kentucky
USA.

Where have
you been living, and what have you been
doing there?
I have been living in Jacksonville,
Tennessee and going to college.

How did you hear about DA?
I graduated from DA and my sister
is still attending here as a Junior.

Why did you come to DA?
I felt that it was where God wanted
me to be.

What is something interesting about
you?
I have gotten stuck in elevators
numberous times.

Mrs. Jan Kuhn
Librarian

Where are
you from?
I am from
many
places, but
most
recently
North
Carolina.

What is your family like?
I am married to Mr. Kuhn. We have
three kids and four grandchildren.

Why did you come to DA?
I  took early retirement to spend
time with my grandkids, but I felt as
though God opened the door for
me to come here.

How did you hear about DA?
My kids attended Dakar Academy
when we lived here in the ’70s.  At
that time we were working with
United World Mission (UWM).

Where have you been for the last few
years, and what have you been doing?
I have been working for the UWM
home office in Charlotte North
Carolina as the assistant to the
president.

What are some of your hobbies?
I enjoy reading, writing, crocheting,
and being with people.

What is your greatest disappointment
in life?
I would have to say not making a
good choice and turning down a
full scholarship to college.

Mr s. Adela Matthews
AP Calculus

Where were
you born?
I was born
in Kuwait.

Where have
you been
living?
I have been

living in India.

How did you hear about DA?
My husband came to check out DA
as a possible school for our
children, so I heard about it through
him.

Why did you choose to come to DA?
My husband was transferred to
Senegal and my children were going
to attend DA, so I decided it would
be a good place to work.

What is something interesting about
you?
I love meeting new people.

Mark and Suzanne Motsinger
Middle and High School P.E./Health
Second Grade
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Where is your family from?
We are from Harrisburg, Illinois.

What is your family like?
We have two boys, Caleb and
Gabriel.

Why did you, Mr. Motsinger, became a
teacher?
My parents were both teachers, so
they had an influence on me. I also
wanted to coach, and I felt that
teaching was what I was suppose to
do.

Why did you bring your family to DA?
I (Mr. Motsinger) coached college
basketball for sixteen years and felt
really burned out. I wanted to do
something for the Lord cause I
knew that is what mattered in the
end. My wife and I decided to put
our names on an ACSI list for
teaching and although there were
many options DA is the door that
God opened for us.

What are your hobbies?
I enjoy weight lifting and coaching
and my wife enjoys aerobics and
weights, as well.

What is something interesting about
you that maybe no one else has ever
done?
I coached for the U.S. National
Weight Lifting Team.

What is you most embarrassing
moment?
I caught lice on the plane ride over
here. That says it all.

Mr s. Kim Olsen
Chaplain

Where are
you from?
I am from
Denver,
Colorado
USA.

How many
siblings do

you have?
I have one brother and one sister.

Why did you come to DA?
I worked with many students and
staff from DA outside of school and
saw working at DA as an opportu-
nity not only to associate with the
kids and staff I know, but also an
opportunity to grow personally in
my Faith.

How did you hear about D.A.?
I heard nothing but good things
about Dakar Academy even when
living in Mali, and later I sent my
own kids here when we moved to
Senegal.

Where have you been for the last few
years, and what have you been doing?
I lived and worked with my husband
Tory for nine years in Mali, and now
for four years in Senegal acting as a
volunteer on many occasions at
school and organizing an annual
women’s retreat.

What are some of your hobbies?
I enjoy scrapbooking, photography,
cooking, beadwork, and playing my
guitar.

What is something interesting about you
that maybe no one else has ever done?
When I was twenty I moved away
from my school, job, and out of my
comfort zone onto a Christian ranch
where I feel I had a real opportunity
to grow both spiritually and
emotionally.

What is your most embarrassing
moment?
Several came to my mind, but none
worthy of mention. You can ask me
in person.

What is your greatest disappointment in
life?
I lost my best friend about six years
ago to cancer.

Mrs. Olsen would like all students,
parents, and staff to remember that
even though her official title is
“chaplain,” she is still just a person
and wants to continue to have
everyday, friendly conversations
with you.

Mr. Tad Sommers
High School Social Studies

Where are
you from?
I am from
Wapakoneta,
Ohio USA.

How many
siblings do
you have?

I have one biological sister who is
twenty and an adopted sister who is
9.

Why did you become a teacher?
I wanted to become like my high
school government teacher because
he was the most sarcastic and funny
person I have met. I also was good
at history.

Why did you come to DA?
I wanted a challenge in life, and I
felt it was God’s leading for my life.

How did you hear about DA?
I filled out a general application on
the internet for overseas jobs, and
not long after that, Dakar Academy
gave me a ring.

Where have you been for the last few
years, and what have you been doing?
I worked in North Dakota in the
basement of a reconstructed Indian
fur-trading post counting millions
of small glass beads.

What are some of your hobbies?
I like to write short stories and
nonsense poems.

What is something interesting about you
that maybe no one else has done?
When I graduated from college, I
drove 12,000 miles to Alaska…by
myself.

What is your greatest disappointment in
life?
I regret wasting three and a half
years by not transferring to a college
that I may have liked better.
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By Chris Bastow and Nicole
Ketcham

Preparation for this year’s
fall play is running smoothly
after one major and a few minor
changes.

Mrs. Aisenbrey, the direc-
tor, had to make a hard decision
about which play to do because
of an unfortunate lack of male
actors. The Many Loves of Dobby
Gillis was her first choice
because of the few male roles it
required. After tryouts, though,
she realized that there were
still not enough guys or even
girls to perform. She decided to
try a play she had seen while she
was on furlough and whose roles
better fit the cast who tried out
for the production.

She describes the new play,
Harvey, as a Pulitzer Prize
winning stage play about a man,
Elwood P. Daud, who is con-
vinced that he has a friend who

By Shandra Penney and
Nicole Ketcham

Roving reporters, Shandra
and Nicole, talked to DA staff
and students throughout the
month asking people this
question: What is the first thing
you notice about people?

Here are some of your
responses:

...the person’s
nationality.

Lani Finck
7th grade

...the person’s
grade.

Laura Penney
5th grade

What the person
is wearing.

Marcy Statler
7th grade

Whether the
person looks
normal or crazy.
Josh Penney
3rd grade

What the person
looks like.

Kyle McCarthy
9th grade

Whether the
person is friendly
or not.
Mr. Don Kuhn,
husband of Mrs. Kuhn

Under The . . .Fall Play Preparation on Track
is a six foot white rabbit. He
tries, to no end, to convince his
friends and family of his “new
friend’s” existence. The mystery
of the play is whether Mr. Doud
is crazy or if this rabbit really
does exist. Also, Harvey is not an
ensemble, which means that the
whole cast will not be required
to be on stage at all times. This,
along with less dialogue, will
make the play easier on the cast.

The cast, though they did
not try out for Harvey, are
satisfied with their roles in the
new play. Mrs. Aisenbrey only
needed to change two minor
male roles to female roles but
otherwise the play has not been
delayed and will be showing
November 1 and 2.

For those who have already
seen the movie version, the play
is somewhat different and will
certainly be worth coming to
see.
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By Danielle Bowers
Dakar Academy hosted its

annual Open House for the parents
of DA students on Friday evening,
the thirteenth of September.

Open House is a time for
parents and teachers to meet after
the school year has begun. The
parents get to see if the teachers are
really as terrible as their children
claim, and the teachers get a chance
to see if their students’ quirks are
hereditary.  Actually, Open House is
a time of fellowship between the
parents and teachers and  an
opportunity to get to know each
other in a setting (the DA campus)
that is familiar to both, but with out
the kids. (It’s the one and only time
when parents have to go to school
and students aren’t allowed.)

Parents met in the auditorium
at 7 PM to be introduced to all the
teachers and administration. The
parents were then invited to go to
their child’s classes. Elementary
parents met with the teachers in
their child’s classroom, but the
parents of middle school and high
school followed their child’s daily
schedule. They had a ten-minute
class time to meet and discuss the
elements of the class with their
child’s teacher. During study
periods and at the end of the day’s
schedule, they ate desserts made by
the teachers and served by the
Senior Class (the only students
allowed at Open House).

 Most parents enjoyed being
able to meet their kids’ teachers and
to give encouragement and support.
One parent suggested that the
seniors should be the tour guides
for the parents to help them find
their way around campus, which

would make following their child’s
busy schedule easier. Another
parent suggested that health food
should be served in place of junk
food. That, perhaps, is a change far
to precious make.

Teachers enjoy Open House
for many of the same reasons
parents do. They like meeting the
moms and dads of their students.
They enjoy the chance to meet
informally with parents and enjoy
the fellowship with one another.
One teacher explained that Open
House is an opportunity to establish
accountability and to learn what the
parents’ educational expectations
are.

There was a general consensus
among teachers and parents alike
(as well as the seniors) that the food
was delicious. The favorite dessert
of the evening was the very delec-
table peanut butter bars with
chocolate caramel frosting made by
Miss Fran Morris.

Of the parents interviewed, all
of them have a positive outlook on
the upcoming school year. One
parent specifically expressed thanks
to the school administration for
taking the time to explain the rules
to the students and not just enforc-
ing them. Another believed that it
will be a great year because there is
a full staff for the first time in
several years, including a Director,
Assistant Director, and Guidance
Counselor (except for a fourth
grade teacher).

The teachers feel that this will
be a great school year. “There will
be more academic accountability,”
said one teacher. In the words of
Mr. Guy Penney,  “This school year
will be wonderful.”

Parents Attend Open House--
No Kids Allowed!

Shelter!
Whether the

person is ugly or
not.

Brock Mashburn
7th grade

...the person’s
clothes.

Eric Olsen
4th grade

Whether the
person is ap-
proachable.

Mr. Ron Herriott ,
MK Home dad

The person’s
personality.

Kara Aisenbrey
11th grade

Whether the
person is Chris-

tian or not.
Mo Olsen

9th grader

...the way they
carry them-

selves.
Kristen McCarthy

12th grade

...the person’s
demeanor.

Jamie Owens
12th grade

So, join us next month for
the next question Under the
Shelter!
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By Jamie Owens
Dakar Academy’s library is

under new management.  With
the Fenwicks’ departure at the
end of last year, the school was
searching for a new librarian.
Mrs. Kuhn had just retired,
when she was offered the job in
May. Five days later, feeling
spiritually led, she agreed to
take the job. Many aspects of the
library will remain the same as
in previous years; however,
some new things will be taking
place as well.

The library is an asset to
students of all grades and a

As we begin a new school
year, the Student Senate is
excited and eagerly anticipates
the many activities that have
been planned for this year. This
year the focus of Student Senate
will be not only to represent
the concerns of the student body
to the Board, but also to create

DA Library Undergoes New Management
source of entertainment for the
entire DA community. The
library holds over 15,000 books
and has received about 500 new
books over the summer. Mrs.
Kuhn says that the new litera-
ture represents a cross section of
genres; there are books for the
fiction, non-fiction, children’s,
and reference sections. How-
ever, Mrs. Kuhn also says that
none of these books are available
for checkout yet. As they are
processed, the books will appear
on the shelves progressively
throughout the year.

The library is better

equipped than ever to meet the
needs of DA’s student popula-
tion. In addition to the new
literature, there are 83 new
videos available for in-class
viewing. Also, all of the elemen-
tary classes visit the library once
a week to learn about the
library and to check out books.

The library is open until
3:30 PM on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays, and until
4:00 PM on Wednesdays.  Mrs.
Kuhn encourages all students to
take advantage of the resources
that the library has to offer.

DA Introduces the 2002-03 Student Senate
several social opportunities to
fill the social vacuum that has
been present in years past.

Members of the Student
Senate for the 2002-2003 school
year are:
¨ Jamie Owens, President
¨ Kristen McCarthy, Vice-

Pres.

¨ Danielle Bowers, Secretary
¨ Gayatri Shetty, Treasurer
¨ Kara Aisenbrey
¨ Emily Mahoney
¨ Edgar Sindler
¨ Eric Ketcham
¨ Melanie Mahoney

We look forward to working
with and for the student body in
the months to come!
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The Junior Class is sellingThe Junior Class is sellingThe Junior Class is sellingThe Junior Class is sellingThe Junior Class is selling

DDDDDA TA TA TA TA T-shir-shir-shir-shir-shirts—avts—avts—avts—avts—available inailable inailable inailable inailable in

two colors: blue and gray.two colors: blue and gray.two colors: blue and gray.two colors: blue and gray.two colors: blue and gray.

The Junior Class is raisingThe Junior Class is raisingThe Junior Class is raisingThe Junior Class is raisingThe Junior Class is raising

money to host the Seniormoney to host the Seniormoney to host the Seniormoney to host the Seniormoney to host the Senior

Banquet. Come on andBanquet. Come on andBanquet. Come on andBanquet. Come on andBanquet. Come on and

supporsupporsupporsupporsupport the sct the sct the sct the sct the school—buy ahool—buy ahool—buy ahool—buy ahool—buy a

TTTTT-shir-shir-shir-shir-shirt while suppliest while suppliest while suppliest while suppliest while supplies

last.last.last.last.last.

Available in the following
adult sizes:

• Small

• Medium

• Large

• X-Large
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Dakar Academy

69 Route des Maristes
B.P. 3189

Dakar, Senegal

Phone: 832.06.82
Fax: 832.17.21

Email: office @dakar-academy.org

Providing quality
Christian education

 

We’re on the Web!
www .dakar-academy .org
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